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toho, Fowler., Vector goihg to printer's tomorrow and you haven ‘t uritten yowr
editorial again, I age.

Rn cargful, Qpiby 1 talsoca ne » kmife edgs. ] am tired. [t in late. 1 am
Nol 1b Tue Nood.

Cop=out, towlar, eop=cut, JYour Iopal readars ave gotng to umit to know why wou've
chosan to reduce the central 32 pages of the magasine so ruch more tham uswal...

To try to clemr thy becklog of ravimws, that e why. {'m fust tryimg ta pachk more
10to tha same mumber of pages.

Don't give me that., I know you've beon taking kink-backs fyom magnifying-glass
mokera. Anyagy, @em 't pou going to tell them wny the Fod Shaw piece iew't in?

| was bopiog no-ane would motice that. [t was golog to be Is, bur 1 dldn"t
geat the illmstrativos lo ti But tbe readsre are gattiag Cy Chauvvio., Brias
Btabletord and Andres Tidmarsb ipstesd, 4xd Hob Sbaw will be (4 oot tims.

¥ho'a this Carol Gragory you've got an tha fromt caver? She's not that vneradibly
pre-Raphaelite arttet from leeds, {e sha? Who doke't like Eieanstein?

ther wiah you badn't vsed tbhat description, Bpiby. [ thiak sha ia rathar
naitive about haing told haw pre-Raphaelite she looks. Though | pDoat admit that
a dislike of Elsenstain 19 « bagative factor. Apywsy, eha'e a vory talaoted
artist, and wil) @0on be im the profamsions] wagatibss.

T

0K - o much for this tssue. What lies aid falee promises ave yov going ta moke
about the next iague?

Well...1f rbis sxperimeat la graarer raductioer of type-aies works, then tha maxt
1sevs should ¢inally clear the raviews backlog, and bava the Elwnod intsrview,
and will definltaly haws the roturs of tdae latier-calwmm.

Il belfeve a lettér—colum vhen I aga i, Pouler. You said 1t would be in this
isoue. ..

¥es, Wut ] d1dp°1 get apy lettore, Row cam ] run » iottar colush with =0 Isitare?
41) the horks ave gomding their latiers to thal raikag Jobse la Hracknell,

ALl right, ao make an appeal. ™Wake an editor happy. Semd Aim a letlew todap!”

B0 111 do Lt. Now leavm ne alona. 1 mm rired. 1Tt Lla Iata. An overwbsiolog
san®s of the Palntlssasossa of It ALl overcomas we. The Iptolerabla Chaom of
Raality is moaplug Luto my room. Tha Paln of Existence essaila na. ...

Ah, our old friend the Friatential Dilommg vaising ite ugly heed again, Tall
the truth, Fauler. We all Joww what te really wrong...

{cont, p. %A4)






W(R)ITRER
SCIENCE FICTION?
lan Watson

1 waa on & panel af A acience fictlon convantion recestly, whars I maid that

1 trought that science fictlsn cught to mim to put itsal? cut of busitsss; that
tha ambltlon af SP abould be ta hecome obhaolsts. This auggestinn cauvmed m
certain amount of purprise (o the audience. sod it was spperently sisunderstosd
by those pecple, wlncé some of the feedbeck sftsrvards was that [°'d sald thet
1% pow ohdoléler becaude Mao bad now advencad ycientifically to the poist
whare there la votblng lafr to speculste sbout soy more, Wo've landed on the
Woot, ubrmvellsd Lbé Genetig¢ Cods momeshat, trmomplantsd deerts, etcetera - @0
6F ¢an bow ahut up shop.

I'd 1tke bo sxpand on what I asid an that peoel, botause It tm apen to
minuedarntaodiBg, and 1t i@ rarher a vitawl point. So I'm e¢ntitlisg thim
article "N{h)ither Scilance Plerian?" ta x twn questiotd iti one. Firatly, whdich
¥ abould £F go? And condly, what'a ml) Thia busissess abouc EF almiog te
wither away, 11ks the Maraiat wision of the Braiw?

Begibbiog with the sdea lbat Muo has Advanced mcientificelly 1o the painme
where there's natbing Ieft to gpuculats about... I kbam therw's & achool af thaught
which pointe aut thet 90% of all mcientimts who bave evar lived are alive today -
wod that we've oearly resched bedrack im Physice, Astranomy. Biology. e
konw roughly what tc look for to gat the Final Anawers. 1o Physics, give ua a
few more ym = few mnre particle scceleretors, aod wa'll kooe wbat the ultim-
ale daais of ttar id; wa uran't romotely in the gazs mituatiop mas {nthe
181b Century befors the mplitting of the stom, In Binlogy, we ¥nom what the
genstic cade 1ia; wa juat need more refloed techbiguem to read it perfactly.

Dr 1n Astronomy, = f more rudio telémcopas or sstellite experiocots and we'll
be sbla to cetimate tbe totel maas 6f the univarme st ludt and decids ooce and
for all whathar 1t s wxpanding tovards Hsat beatb or will collaepse bach 1o

again. 100 years mgo scieotiete badn't the foggieat 1dem adout subatamic
structure, TNA, red-mb1ft, radio and I-ray asbonomy and all today's fubdasental
building blacks. HBut for ua today, possesning tbis koowledga, $L'» only & matter
of fine tunlog bepcsforth; 90% of really fundspenta) bremkthroughd have alrsady
been made.

Well, [ dab'i agree with thia for a memant. Nor doss the history of modere
acience lend much backing to this view  Eaaestially it's a view buued om the
ides that aciedce progréssively disclomes Abanlute Truth to ua, That mcience
18 objactive and ratiosal io mcthod; that ity ¢indinge mra based ob = bard, caal
ook 1 rew dutm, wod repremect The Facta.

Byt wclentists oever look st “raw dsts" 1o sp upbimmed way. There's mo much
thing as raw detm Bcientiste bava ta s 3 theory befars they set put to
prave their thaary. That tbeory im umually conditioned by the domiospt ortha-
doxy of the time - apd beretics can be punimhed as starvly as by the Spsniab

Copyright (c) lap Watson, 1976
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Inquisition; enly not with burning mt the sta¥e. 66 much ma by eutting off rameerch
grants, rejecting remearch papara, refusing tenure ar univeraities.

A recent atudy of Apolla acientists {1) (who were about tg have their
theoriam proved ané way or the other by mctual Tunpr af rocka) dhowed that
sublective and irrationsl elrmants run deep Ip a8cionce - and DAy bven be
amnentinl to ita extmteénce  Tha acientists polled greeted tha idsa of the
ubbisnad ohasrver with » rahgm of negative rmactionm frap haotd of laughter
to downright rege. They ipmipt9d thal biae =ad necessary (2) to wotivate you
to work epergeticmlly, epd (b) to maintmin criticel devate, from which truibh
amargas. §ti1l, they added, you bhad to omke = cléear dilatinction betwmen beiog
"rempomulbiy himged" - and downrlght chesting. Chemting la out. PRut actually,
what 1g "cbeatiop" 1o mcience?

Conmirar thn case af lmmanual Vellkowvaky. (2) Valikavaks's peeaingly
cutragedun tdas that the molar aymten wae, within near-hletarie times, babaving
rather lika 2 onaaker table at the atart of a gama(with Veous, unewly born sut of
Jupiter, snd Mara and Eprth crashing into each ¢thar and rebqunding) wea hackad
up by tbe mpecitic predictions {(abput tha temperature of Venum, tha Sun having an
#slectric charge, radio Dolesa from Jupiier and w0 on) which were errant nonsanse
ut the time af the publicetion of Worlda in Colidston in 1930, but which have
mince turoed nut to be mpot on; prompting the current re-inveatigation of Vellk-
ovaky'n idess. Hawever, the intrremting thing hére ian't mo mutb wheiher
Velikovaky waa right or wrung or baif-relght, soc buch aa the sheer rage of most
aclantiste at bim sn 1950. In fact thelr behaviour wag 20 perancid as to
attract the attantion of Anerican peycbologiste. Tha aditor of Nacmillan who
e1gnad the contract with Velikoveky was asacked sod the book hastidy transierred
to apother publiabher following threats froe acsdamics to hoycott buying
Mucn1llan tasxtbooks, or writy any ware taxtbpo¥a for tha firm, unlecs Macmillan
publicly dimsacimtad itmelt from Velikowmky. The reputsble Satence hews Lettar
cerried doounrintions of the book, befors publication, from respertsbls scientizts
whn hado't ayen resd it yet. The curetor of Haydeo Pleoetsrium who wes alma
chairmah of the smtronomy section nt the Awerican MuWeum of Naturel History,
and who wam propsrinog = favoursble review of the book mud manted o @bage a
placetariun diaplay beaed op the idems im 11, waa sacked brusguely, told ta
quit h1a affice the sama day, and has veen boycotted from any job ip
astronoay ever aince. Major acleatiats auch as Harlow Shapley and Otto Rtruye
Joined 1p this witch hunt, Science wae 80 bittarly opposed ta the sherer
avintanre of Vellkovaky'a idasa that it wam preparad to gn to almgat any
lengths to @quagh them.

More recently, =e apw the curious eplsodu of the sbrupt ries and ialil of
Polywater (s sort of rubbery form of Kurt Voopegut's ice-oiue im Cut’s Cradle)
troo first 1acovery”, through s populerity bopm when hucdrads ©of papers mere
being publisbed damcribing bow to e polywater fo the lah mnd what its
properties wers, to ite sudden downtall whan - Jo aod bebold - it ao Jonger
exinted; and had aever exipted! Thig wam = mart of counter-Velihovxky Fffact
when everybody lsapt on to 3= aany bsndwagon sbnut momethiog wry fusdumental
iodeed - water, the mourcc of !ife - and eveo mpnufmctured meterial that did
not exist. Loaking hack on the Polywatér episode, m Princeton Chemistry
professor {3) claimg tbat “ths pnlywater phénomenon bun furthar varified tha
efticacy of tha scientific nethod" - an the grounds that o new theory was farvently
and rapidly teated to destruction. Yet the swne profescor admits tbet iovest-
igators migbt bave changed tbeir minode eimply becavse eiter a time sowe ®u)Or
jouroala auch as Science mopouuced thet they were “fed-up” with Polywater aod
didm’t want to print any more papers oo it. JIn this cheoged climate of opagicu,
conld a lone sciantist stand out any looger without being meen as & craok -
and evan aselog bimmelf 23 one? <Could he cootinue to think {n tarms of
producing genutns polywvater? ma, exit palywster from the gceoe - no doubt just as
well, conaidering what happens in {at ‘s Crudle!




JAN_WATBON

In his boor The Structwre of Scisntific Revolutiome Thomee Zubsn analysed the

way in whicb ope mcismtific orthodoxy will be defended Quite blttsrly, watil 1t
bas #0 meny loopholes iz it that it vieibly cennat aarva; whereupon an abrupt
Rentalt owitch will take place to mpother, pew orthodoxy, which may very well

be the opposite of the cld one - though tbat doesn’t meen it Ly ths tree gnd

fiaa) one, lot me ssd. But woe o anyone who puts forward the new orthodoxy
bafora its time has comé. An example in geology ie plate tactonice - tbe

thecry that the Karth's murface consiatw of =ls major rigid plates novina relative
to ome enother. The tbeory of continenta) Arift, under @ oew name Shanr

bersay when Wegener put 1t forward in 1912; = testbook cliche nos, WMut does

tbat maan that 1t wiil remsin a teéxthank clicbs iw 3080? Maybe by tben Velikovaky'e
€01114i0g plmndts will bn what pulled tha contiments apart. ¥ell, 1‘c beton
flippant berw; but the poiwt je that eciance remaios persamently provisioosl.

Bo Lf wa think ws know sverythiog, or owarly ksow it, ws'ra faoling ourselves

Bow duee thie apply to EP? 1 would eay that vorkieg within the framework
of what we know ecientificully et the moment, apd what ws Can extrapolute ss
9F hee every right - and duty - to re-ipvert scienca, provided that
1y withio the compaes of Heeeon, bamelips 1978, 77, 76...0y thim [
ar then Light spacadrivee are op for we {sven though current
¢mltulations prave their ucrsascoeblssses. ae of now) ©Ot waraly es plot devices
tor geiting from A to B - becsuss Faster thean ligbt driver wre not outside the
coapi ©f Aeaacno; they can be thought about, lucidly ewougb, am poeeible
futurs techhalogy, [ may "lnopely” within thy cowpesp of Wessou, beceues artoslly
SF can be tgn technically mccorsts, It ¢ao he scrurate io the contoxt of its time -
apd plain wraoo A good exmmple of this fa Olat Ataplsdon's Star Maker, whers
Stapledon wanta ta writa about = memtal voyagw tootecting life jo the galuxy
but 1169 Rimaclf to tha Jamom Jesss theory of bow plunats were foreed (by tha
claas approach of oae atar to snother, teésriog nff m £ob of matter tu roodenms
intn planets] - by which thoory planets would ba ralatlvaly rare. Stapladon
bad to spend an awful lat of time spesdiasg thraugh barréen stars hafare be
could get down to the aubject of bls Book; whavemm, writiog it mow, whéen tha
dominant thegry i that pianats are » normal byproduct of star formation, he
wauldn't bave bad thiy problem, cavsed by beiog too scropulopal At tha agma
tiaa T rowpect bim fOr workiog witbhim tbe compass of Reasoo of him tima, That‘m
what makes bim an BF writer, wheress David Lindeay's wagniticent Vopyage to
Arcturus, iwbere the made of trpve! im bottling rlight, whicb contaios
“back-raya™, is = faktasy far it wew writtes cutside the rompass aof Reasnn;
o though moma odw cosmclonglcel ppotulations about Actioo at a Diatence
logically requirs what are in effect “back-raye”. Doee thie msan that a bonk
can he poo SF st ome pericd, spd then fortuitoualy hecome BF later on? Ka.
fecause Vopags to Arciurue D't written vithin wvhat I'm callisg the Compa
Reasap, of 1ia period. SF should and avat teka libert with scisutific
arthodoxy; bwi what 1 Xnown now, apd @ore ieportantly, what 1s kaowe not-yat-
to-be-kpown, but which 14 atil) porsntially kecwahla, abould bs the startiog
point: and 1ato TAls latter catsgory fall tbe cemtral anigmas of Wby Life la,
Wby a Unlverse (e, 1a there anyr srrucrural relatianabhip bhatwssn Life amd @
Onfvarse, What 18 the evolutionmry porsntlal of Man and Wao's Mind - the growing
tipa of acisotlfle speculation, and ai the sase time “"unkoowables™ whlch we can
at1l) ask rolptively Laformad, 4f cutragsous, quealiaua sbaut.

1t'a partly bscause of the contradictloas béiwesn writing wltbin the
Iramework of (m) the sxpectatinne af the BP geare, and preclasly bow msch
readara, publiphera, yéviewara wil) mllor the BF writer ta mxplore; yersuns
profitably rehaghipg 0ld ground and ptickiog to atnck clichas; =bd (b) tbe
frasawork of wbat we know naw, when SF daclae iteel? to ba ahout the Fulure,
the Aljien, the Otber 'hlch-h; datinition wa can’t kogw, that [ thisk Barry
Kalsborg has opted out of SF. His 1976 porel Galariee le e eot of mardoaic
notse towards » povel, ratder thao s povel, partly ez a satire oo genra limit-
atione, reader-4 ds, publisher-d. o partly & he koows that 1deally
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e whould be writing what canoot pec be wrilisn, by defloitica. Tg guote
Malzberg: "Yhia ia oot a novel but merely » pet of nates for pne. Tha novel
1tael? yemning usuliarably bayond our tim and hence outajde of the davicen

of fiction...Thess notom mre murcly za close to the nerrative as moyone of

this time can gat, becauss ths navel cannct ba written for almostr two thousand
yaara. . . the vary language of the [achbnigquag OBCEARATY t4 grite 4t will ngt ba
qure for twn millent 86 Mmlzberg opta out. #e 1p right it what the boak
bould bave baan sbout - and Just try to immgine woy writer two hundred years @go,
l1et alone two thouasnd, being sble 1o write or sveno covceive the meaning of
such seotences mm "“this book cemnot he written for almoat 2000 years"!

Malzbarg jan't s trappad ae be thinks But he im wrong, acience-fictiooally,
(though not macialogicelly) ip writing it am a sntire. He tekes refugs, iv =
word, in literature - bip, slick literature whers hleck holes and tachyona
becoms a dalibarate kitsch, a atylishly employsct nonsenss, ta ornament & stretch
o? prama.

Quite n lat of SF today ia taking rafuge i Tjterstura. T thiok the
wutb-tputesd toovargesce ba 4n AF and literature i3 2 Bad Thimg, for it makea
SF siwply part of tbe literury game, to be played swartly and stylishly
tas cpponed to clumsily and crudely, ae 1o tbe old days). Thie particular
1tterary confaction, SF, sbould hencefartb be served with chapsticks, nat a
shovel, But it 31a only a confactlon; = sub-cmtegory of literary art. I've
read n lot of recopt storiea which mre written béegutifully beyond the dreams -
aor capecity? - of tbe pulp writers of the 308 or 40s; yet which mmount, in
apirit, to & mere gastronomy aof worde, which bave forgotten that the point of
foad is to mourish, to fuel, ta bulld. ) don't muggeet that meals ahouldn't bs
mérved wall, ao grineiple; they ehould be. Everythiog sdould be done am wall
am possible. Maor mm T ignorisg the fact that the mrt of codMery, and tha act
of sating together, play an lapartant role in buman communication ard inzmractiqu
Cookery and the sct of esting builds communication we well wm bady
but the whols bueivess can become grotemquely esaggRerated, mod too
, 10 the sffluept West - till 1t bacomas voo-functiona), over-specimiised,
& dead end. Llikewine, overatrasaing the litarary virtues of the oew SF ia to
lose the poiot of §F, VPhich ip bot to say that mnything shauld be badly written;
Juat that if Himgnly well-written and that's mll - even ibough it permutates
Alien Conmciouspess, Black Holea, what hava you, as icizg on the cake of the
énduring buman gondition that literature ao cleverly ravaala to va - then It's
not enough.

The palot 1@ that tha buman conditipn i1ao't esnduring: oor im it art; nor ia
NeD a» ¥4 know Bim/her. T'm ot talking about the prospect of nuclear war or
mxtinction af the species by pollution or whetever cause, bhut simply aboyt the
fart tbat ws are an evolviog, chauging specle tury ie part of the
svalutionary grac blological mod acctal
cootayt, And what i unigue adout SP ia that 1t conaciously taker as itm subject
mstter thie mzome of Man changing within snd by contact with the phyascal universe
ut large - which ia » very different thiog frowm 1bts wbject matter haing “tha
buman condition” which most Grest Literatura {2 suppnsed to ha about; for most
Great Literature assumes that the human condition i@ unchanging down the ages.
This may be trus io the ahart term, but 1t 1a certainly nat €6 in the loag
term ~ or we wouldn't heye ovglyeéd intn tha batogs we wrs now, we'd still be
frosen 1o Naturs, wlthout lang a, without tool without cullure, SF can aim -
st leaat io theory, eveo if ip practice it betrey@ this u lot of the tims - at
thim far view. That's what Malzberg wi talbiog about: the idesml of SF, the look
icto the future, the bok at ebmnge, really radiesl c¢banga; aod the paradex af
how we are to gusaa at it from our bmeelipe bere. SF i4c't m gub-unit of the
Kaval, since tha Novel - which we tend tc sssume to be ko rapreseptative of the
Fumsc Conditign, the obvicualy yslid art fore par éxcallence of our culture,
for dicussiog Wan - 1s only a cresture of the lmat 200 years. SF hap aplit of?
from tha malnstream of fiction, yes. But !f mutatad;, (I bacame gomething elsae.
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dt bacama a wore "naled” litarature (with the attaodant “smdarrsssments” of
oudity: ¥isible Impsrimetivba by the ptuodsrd of the "“well-dr. d' book) bacause
it tukes an its Bubject the idea of lifs 1o the univarae, rsther than simply
ideas about cootemporary living pattaros. W¥bar wa think of sm Cleweic Literature
ia really a subcapsciocua literature, wrapped up short-mightedly (though with
microacopic attention to datail and styls) {o the near-presant, or mOTa kcClurataly
tha cultural backing 6 the near-pamt.

1 wa@ racently reading Lyal) taan'a The Romeo Evmor with 1ta axtracedinary
reporta and speculationa about the falth-hewlsrs of the Philppives who cax
materialiae mnd demmtariwlise watter from inside the body: about Eirlian phota-
grapby of buman snd plant auras: sbout the possible existence of & mental
field, or biersrchy of mental fialds, which may explain ghoata, astral projsctions,
rmiocarnaiion and meny othar inexplicables - which until now have been outsids
6f sclence, but mre now faat hacoming pa acience. Thers ers planty aof
demsoted bookm oo the markat about Atlmotis, Plying Baucers, Churists of the
Goda etc, whers fmct and fanecy trip sach other up in = hopelugs tangle; and
it'as possibla ta Ipterprat thase hookm ws a aign of Waptyrn darsdance, the
failure af faith In tachnology, the ramort tp ® bankrupt spurious myaticiam
draviog wildly upob all and avery traditiop, every nook and carner for ita
procfa. Lyall Watpoo's book doesn't read to me like an irrational ome. Acu-
puscture, for iostmance, damonatrably warke and what 1a acupunctura bamed upon?
Tha exjiatencs af invimible force-fislda, linm of forca in tha hody. A ®mhale
1ot of fundemental myataries about tbe nmturs of life and relstlooslip belweso
1life and the cosmnm wt large are about to opep up; vhen tbey da, there will be
= whole Grand Cmoyon of them to explore - mpU they will radicmlly alter our
presept pravismiooa) concepts of Life, Desth, Xvolution, Mind, the Universe.
Which im what SF slready doea - mm an eptertawinment madium. It explores the
upkpown, rather than sophisticating our knowledge of the known. What does the
Great Traditioa of the Novel hava to pay sbout theaes aremn? Prociocus 1ittle, o2
the whnla, It cmo't bave. It cannot take them for its malo theme and atill be
the Great Traditiona) Nowel; it has to subordinate them to explaring the
conzenaua Human Condition, whazeas the trutd 3a that the Human Copdition and
a1l our currant underatanding of it 18 subordinate te largér, srill myacerious
Arass which arée anly just oow opering up. Fundeamantsl mpatary ahd “aliante
Busan or sosBuMAD, caf o0ly bdé g plot device withim tha Noval, mot ity prims
thw - wher it can b4 the pries thwme of 5. To be sure, great sriters -
Dostosvaky, Balanc, 3trindberg - bave touched upon these oned; but Strindverg’s
infermo , for ivatance, bam to bs treated by the litérary critics as tha "factual
records of a diseamad mind” or as "angulad tranmuted into srt” ar aa “making
aywbholism the bridge betwean neturalism and the occylt wnd in qo dolog gramtly
ioflycnciug Dadmise and Surrsalia - it bew to be tremted me « litarsry phwoo-
wenoo, or as m blogrephical footnots to the muthor of Gremt Pleye. 8o, outrag=ous
speculations {io this camse alchanical) must ba msubcrdivated ta the ordinary,
the normal, thes humap tragic condition, albast of a mind at the end of itm
tether. Consequently Strindbarg resaibd asfaly litarary, whan al)’a asid and
done. SF by contrmat pats gut tp axplora the unkmawp; for EF to turd aroumd mnd
aplogise tBat it Lw al) renlly just a Jiterary matsphor for the buman ¢gndition
io as era of scieotific breakthrough and techroleogical lmpact, gaems a mimerable
cowardice ~ even 1f the literary laurels of oew-so0n TeIpect from critics and
scademics are mo mgreeable eaticesent. 0o some respscts wvoo, though rooted 1o
modwro Yestern sclencs (and indead veeding te be writtsn with the Compmsm ot
Reascn conditioned by thia, S0 beé mglguce fiction) BF Lls aldo almoat verging
on the mystical tradition af the Emsmt or the worldviaw of Amaricen Indisum, oo
whet would till recently have baev clmesified am morcaery - worldviewa which ere
now bacoming possible acience; for esdentially SF is about altsrnative raslity,
altarpative kinds of beings, alternatlve humanity, alternative Barths. It's s
modius for altsruative worlds. 5o there's a paradox hmre, that SF sbnuld work
withih the Compass of Reamon, yat push aut constantly from thie (at a time, be
it aaid, when thile compass ia plaivly enlarging). To chades ta use acience
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idenm and possible-mciecce idens sa kitmch, am mtylisdhly smployed rocaco, to
profuce haublss a? Art, because the art world bas dacided they can bm classifled
fasbionable, etrikes me az very uafartunaie, 4t & time when ovn ull miden
theare raally are aigosa of 2 proce. at radical change Lo the dirpcticna of

& highar svalutionary atate of scci¢ty and hummo coonciausneas, madintad By aur
and techno)pRy: »n well sa gréent pramaurs for thia.  SF bas to think

SF bas to gane 4 feév thoughts about the warld, Man, Nipd, thae Universe.
And thim - byre's paradox pusber twvo - im the bard tadk; for bow cap oane thiok
what i» yet unthought? How can one ranlly write sbout Allene or Future Man,
aven if one feela ooe has to? TWeli, SP can certaioly try to wimic the expar-
ience af theae, and the wore couviuncing the mimicry the batter. Still, the
tapptation iy to use the ganre-cliches programmed inta SP, an mere ducoration,

@ mennioglese elegant shorthand whase foaro nignifiam msore than its content,

and lupmes back 1oto 1iteratura - just =g Barry Malsborg mt the end of

Galoried lapses back frnz the Hlack Hale to » smmil town in New Jerm an
Eomething uttarly amaring {m itself. [ eee him point, 1 sea why hs b to sod
this way, aod bid mdieu to SF in the pracass (prasuming that 1% really 1a adieu!)
but I'm pat knecking tha book ae such, for I find it extrewely thought-provaking,
But 1 »till thiok his polutiop iw wrong, and yoowcweeary- SP iso't rulwd out,
aimply because we haven't yet the coaceptual tools to indicaeta tbe Alien, or
Future Man who will aleo be quite alien ta um - whilat this is what SF ia
Domibally about. SF can try, This is what it is =Il about. And it ts st

Tugat sble to gbow what im ngodod. Thie im why we read SF -sven 4f we're
frequantly dimsppainted by what we read. 7This im almc why, 1o seeing Mun as
part a? an avolutionary graowth procéds and ip sasaing SP 44 a "paked” 1§terature
tryibg to grapple with tha fmplicatione of thig, 1 puggeat(parvarsaly, it may
moom) that SF {a¢ a way of thinxing which sbould be tryimg to put 1tself out of
buatness~ bacause ona day SF will be a2 obaclets as & gione axa - bacauds it

Yew Zulfilled ite specific role, thrown up by the premept stage io bistorical,
cultural, wental development, of creating » climats of thought and faeliog

about Yuture Man w¥bo awaita us; and hecsuds there will he ather, finar tools.

But masnwhilea thars ig EF - wnd Llet's st loant fadhlon that mtcow axé se well

ws wy canl This 1ip why 1 think that §F writers (far from treading wall-worn
ground mod doing what thay know that they can do) sbould try to writs what

thay can‘t yat write - 1o order that we, a3 bumana, cmn thiok what we can't

Fat think. Perbapa tha language of SF 12 all wronmg. Parbapa we can’t write
thip mart of ibiog in currest pormal languages - and wvhat we need ara new
aymbnllc lengus, of graatar précision and powar, praducad by close co-speration
batween paychologista, linguimts, wathamaticimon and communication mngibeern:
mnd that mctuslly firtion would be tao impracime., too foggy, to bs written 1in tbem
(or perbeps too terwse, too slaple-mindedly wxplicit) {4). But wé cmd mimic

tbis future; we ceu wug t it, for tdhe prmmwat, (The trauble witb wuch aon-SF
helpg that 1t mimics shat im slrsady here - 5P ham to miwic what isp't bhere
y‘ll) And that'a why 1 aaid, on the Waochester panel, thut SF mbould aim ta
phaze itmelf out of existence. Then it will bave succeeded.

We must resember that scisnce ia ati)] very jusior: the bhuman race inm very
Juoior 97 ¢eo comtribute to the grawing-up of Man -entertainingly, if 1t Ly
& mart o? toy; and there's vothing trivial o7 unssricud about tOYN, théey're
wital ta the laarning process - and artistically, for there's oo reason for Lt
to e crafted clumsily or cerclresly. SF 1s aboul perdpoctive: thm vicw ioto
digtmocas. Ty put SF 1tawl$ i0to perspective, 1t ia n emall part of a vary
long process of change sud evoluticn af human lifa and conaciousness. HRight
now 1t can and sbouvld ba = growth-tip of tbet procesa. [t may fell to the
Barbarians, sho churn oul prograsmed trasgd, or ta the Aeathatas, who would
make it purely dscorative, merely an mapact of the Craft of Letlers; however
11s real rola 1s an evolutionary one, and 1 there'm to bm awy evolution,
there must be s witharing asay of the sarlier atages - which we are mtill at,
right oow.
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Wa are st an sarly ekage in bumdn distory; =b aarly stage io conscicuanass. Over
the past ten millloo ywsra, ma Lyald eon remarke in his tirst book Supermature
Nature has equippad uvs with sn enormcusly cersbral cortex af seemiogly ualimited
capacity, Tet ws usa cnly a4 minute part of 1t. We ars anly partially awarg

of curaelves. "“At the moment, we are 1ika a small faumily of aguatters who hpyve
taken over a vast palace but find no need to mave beyond the comfortable,
aarviced apartmant in obe cornar of the basement." (5) So far we bava only

bad brief glimpe ioto ths athar reoma. T think thet human phyaical mclence

48 only fn ita infancy; life mciancé and the prience of consclouansss ars only
38 thedr jufancy too. I thiok, I hope, thet we are an the brink of the most
wxciting breakthroughs in our understandiog of the Commos, uf cur own Conmtigys-
pess - avd iu what way cosmoA and Condciousneas way be related,

Thia 1d baslcally what my own SF boaks sre sbout. The Pibecding, mmong
orher thinga - such a® politicel and ecologicsl usecrupulousness - is sbout
tha ralstipo betwéen Mind und Naturs, the relstion between langumgs, the logic
of human thought mnd tbe logic of Nature. i%e Jomah Xif, among otbsr things -
again, unscrupulavspess - is ahout the possibility af a repport betwaen bhuman and
Don-human thought processesa, the non-buman in this caa: being one of thoss
“aliena™ we abare our plabat with, the whalm wrll as ebout the idem thmt
mind and universs aye (nrar-reluted - that =e arc io the azort of universe we
aré i6 becauss ws mra bhars to observa i¢: what, then, im the coonection between
thought and reality, rossologically? My neat povel due out (tn January ‘77)
The Martzan inca, is about the possibility of extendiog pur fragmevtery knawledge
of ourjelvas, by grasping our own thought procesvew “exterdelly'” io = »icd of
vistonary projection on to the outaide world of the ipward world of thought:
along with idea thst such ecce: t pf tbe “veat palace” of nind i«
not only poaaible, but is actu meud in to ua eveluticumarily by the
dynamica of vbe upiverse in which we bave wvolved.

Tois ia the area I intand ¢y go oD exploring in may own SF in the futura.
1 don't wast to Labe) {1 “ingwr apace”, becsusa I fee)l sura that "ineer apace”
and "cuter mpace' wre intimataly linked, throughs the potterdiog of tha univarae;
and becstae 1'm Lb ho way agaicst OQuter Spuce, Space Traval, etec, T don’t aee
NASA esdentially mm an expengive public midemhow, the manay for which eould be
beétrer spent no humso beiogs oo this world 7 look farward with the gromtast
excitemant tn what we will find gut directly mbout Nara, Jupiter and 1¢ =t «?l
possible (and 1 hope it will De paommible) the Stara - and don't acB this ma a
coptradiction of the expansion of human coneciocudneas, but rather am &
vosplement to 1t. The really atupld anod dirty wadte im the whole uuclear mapond,
misaile, boober, @ubmarine snd general warfare expenditure - compsred with which
theé doncy spent ob Space im renlly véry wanll indead.

Yet the Arns Races, and humac political ssdneas contious. We are vary like
a baby with & 1llve hand grensde for a rattle. To be reallistic, tragedies
and dismssters mra a very plaumible part of our futuremeon. Hqg I haven't felt
able top writs puraly upbeat boocks. They wouldn't he an honsst mode) of where
we are at presant. People bave camplaioed to me that Tha Embedding and The Jonzh
K{t end in coemplate dim er. So sany bopea are raised, 4a many are brutally
dashed. My anawer to that 1 that the porentis) breakthroughd in understanding
iz botb books mlwoat succeed. Buccase 1w cooceivable. Thet 1t isp't actual is,
1 thiek, a true reflection of tbe world we indabit - the warld of babies with
band grénmdwe. Hut thet it {9 #t1ll conceivable iy, 1 thiok, sometbing bopeful,
monetbing vergiog on triumph.

However, the really triumphant breaktbroughs in human coosciousness and
human expnratiom nf both inner and outeér apméa worlds togetbsr - The cosing
evolutiongry climb - will mean that sclonce €10t10n which antleipatea thim dual
evolution (techooloxical and mental); the science fiction whi¢h aseka to mimic
i1t, before the event, which aseks to create a climate of expectation of radicsl
change, will no langer be nacsasary; bacause the raality will have covertakem
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us, mod ve vill ba ax allems to the infent bumassd wa still ara koday {wboss
ackiavemosta, peedle to say, sbow great potantial). Then wa can put aside
our kindergartss toya - which is 5o way dimimishss thoss toye, least of all thet
importeant lsarmimg-toy whichk ie science fictioo.

(1) Jan Kitroff, "On atudging ths Moon acieutliste” New Aciumtiet, 27.32.73

{2) Buan MacKis, "A chellange 10 the integrity of science?" New Bcigntiat,
S11.1.73

{3) Llaland illam, K "The rias asd 231} of polywatar" Mew Bciestist, 14.68.73

¢{4) Joal Elkes, “Lemguage axd tbe humen pesyche” ip Huees and Young, CewBoiousn

and Reality (New York, Avon Books, 1874)

I%1 Lyall Watson, Supernature (London, Coromet Books, 1975) p. 238




EDGAR FAWCET T -
GIIOST IN TIE
MANSION OF SCIENCE

FICTION HISTORY
BRIAN STABLETORD

Tbe reaprioting of works of "sntique” science fiction in sate damigned primartly

for ralm to Americmn universities Bas become fgpbionable. Twn series by tha

Gregg Prepe, two by Ayperion Press wod one set by 1bé Carlmod Press hays reacusd
pre-Gerombackian actentific romances mnd placed them mlongaide oatable warks from
within the SF eicablisbment. Hritirh onenla like Robrrt Cromle'a Plunge into Space
Parcy Greg's Acroaa the fodine wod evao David Russen's jler lurareare mchedulaed
for much rgcovery, am sre Otto Guil's Snoi tnfo Injftnify (Gerean), Evle Cox's

Qut of the Silenna  (Australian) and Charles daFontenay'a Stor (French). 1t

atema curipus therafors, thet one of tha maat gignificant American contributers

te scieoce firtion cuant 7a 1éttre  whould have been cowpletely ignored.

Idgar Fawcet! was oot cvly m writer of science fiction, but a msao who
wroie 8@ Danifesto for Buch m genps thicty years heforr Gerneback. Io the
"'mpistolatory prose” to one of his epeculetive novelm, 17e Shost of Guy Thurie
(1895) (1) he hud ths follawing ta say:

“Perhups ! mw anly A pocr pioneer. .ln the direction of trying to write the
Doders wonder-tmle.  Jt anrxs to @A that this will pevasr die t1l1 what we once
called the Superostural and ngw (o ny of ve!) cell the Loknowable, dian a3
well. HManxind loves Lde narvellous; hut him intellipneca now rajects, in

gromt megsure, the sarvellous unallied witd aanity of premcatmont, Wo nay
grant that fingl causes mre #1111 dark as of old, bur we will a6t accept mere
myLlh and fabla clad in the guige of trath, Romance, puabed back from the groaves
of exploitstion io whicb 1t once B0 easily moved, eseka new pathm, and peraigte
in findipg thew, 1t pust find thes,if at wl]l, smong thoae dlo régiona which the
torch of pclence bas pot yet betbed in full beams ot diacovery. Its vimions
and mpectrep wod mymtocricos zvet there or noshere abigs

He goem on to dimcuns in general tarme the natura of K
following cobclusmian:

oce, reaching the

“Romance i€ & sahadow cwat by the uoknown, wod followm it with neccpaltous

pursuit. It can only perfah wben human koowledge ham réeached naniacience. Til)
then it mey alter With our mental progrees 1D countlesa ways, bul 1de two exidtetices
ure really gna, Rooks like “Zaponi™ and "A Strange Btory" rhrilled ua In earlisr
o Nowadays we want a different kipd ot romsnticiem, & kind that accommod-
ares stiaelf mare naturslly tn gur intensdified areptic tastesg."

Aod floally, he oskes thie judgwent:

To kg our roomnces sccepteble with the world of podern resders, we aust clothe
the» in reticnalietic rmiment..,T should ngma thnp "raszlietic romances* =

Btories where the oatonishipg wud the pgculiar mre blent with the posmible and
accountable. They way br 33 wonderful g¢m you wil], but they ®ust not touch an

the pere fliwminesd of miracle. They vat be excedsively improbable, but their
1mprobebility muet be hased upan acisnrific fact, and %ot Upon fanredtic, eémorional,
avd purely immginative groundwork."

(Cant. on page $7)
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~THE INFINITY BOX -

All ths Vactor r*equlsr raviewsrs plus bonoured visitora sod nas faces surw

io eny maaningful msnse of the word - 1t $a a Joks .John Cluts looks at
Voods N, Mclatyre and “Anericao Pule" povel... Dick Iotn
"kgnged ™ by Varuor Vings., Johu Earvey guts 0 like James Wuite... Dawid
Wingtove proves mors and mars prolific as he exsminesa Silvarberg, Dick,
Cardwainer Smith and geta iocsosed by David Downlog’s P

nt Childzap of Dude and finds it “m disappointment™.. .
B Griffin discovera the delights of Vonnegut and The Wagic of Pindhorn...
Chrin Evans digplayns opprwing fuelingm about Hilvarberg wnd McCuf?ray.,.
James Corlay ploughs loyslly through the slusb-pils of Bala revlew books
irid Worgan looks at womé good tbisgs from Britisd naecomars, end bed ozes
from American pames. ..

.. -und Dupid Primgle jost fails to make tiw deadline with bie rsviev of Low-
Zlying Alreyaft, the Jatant Bellard collectlon. ..wnfch mesns & wait until
January to resd tbis, along with Jamam Corley oo Brian Aldims, eore by Dawis
@ oo Philip X. Dick.plua lots mors by Chrim Evans, (hrip Morges, Brimp
Brigo Stablsford, Joba Marvey, plum whats 8 comes 18 {n ths
Baxt two momthd.
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SUREMCL FILTJON AT LANGE vditwd by P#Tur Nickolly,

L978; 244 pp; (5.95, L5 O-

875-021 78-0
Reviwsd Dy Tlan Stabletord

This bock Tesulty from Lhy 1975 Tuclor
cffared ac the 1Ci under 1be wame title. 413
1an Jeciueam are ropresenied. Lhough eot all
by Cranesripca of chebr Talks. Idaard de
Tann ‘s yentributian 14 & Papsr wrlitae far
PUBTicREiOn #lmmehars EHRT Gavete mued the
ame ground as hid tatk TRarry Harriwos
spcke 14, momemnet bt 1he wercy af his
sudian 4 the cuaay here ja oom chat
compilué by hio ufter the 1alh. Alulp
7oTfler hus only u few puragravhe bera. 1hy
Test ©f wral he sasd belng oo ofter in

Eco Spaem Wopart  There 3 cne oxtrs cOWRy,
o T1p %. Bick, wha vam suppased to apesk
nt. fuadd ROL, a8d WLR replaced by Rotert
Shuchley.

Tapers dealpned for verba] deljvery wre ot
neccamarily cquatly iotereating im cold prant -
thay are. B ia Speuk, orcheccraced ter
prrfoemanc & rathAY noaiAred far parusel

tn wppranching thim tullurtinn, *nsrafars,

\be render nust Dat wHpucl the standaedivvo
cefichency typlead of cold prici.  Be must
sxpurei palenled. @ hgrily 1urid mecaphocs.
ringirg phramea  Jatar Nichal!x cleverly
guides ihe mltitude of the remder 1A hix 1ntro-
ductioea o the piecea by OCLIDF the mppear-
suce of 1k apeskeca ard duseriting

wiyle of delivery sy vell sy
sonhlop the veusl biulnph:ul nu\u Thim 1a
» good strazegev

Hemd1og Lhe Book makee we =ish n-n ¥ bud
miinnded the leciuren theapolvea
eNpATianced 1nTead af cosmuming them{sE.
weeobd Jand  THAE L3 AGE ED GAY that bhes
JoA# & grast deal Lo trapacrlpiioz. Only 1w
7eed RIIgtely awkwardly - one of tbem be'cg
Terer ¥icrolls cmo pigve. mhuwe Morid
netaphora st1 21ightly unesmily an the page.
Tha cthar Balng HAre RarTdann’s auxesey atior
the-face, WALch, uaderacandahlv, Jacka vipour
TARAIRIAG TNat eould never be aadd of & Jive
Berry Harrison performenie)

Peter Wicholla cast his os’ =:de io finding
POepld who wiuld have tntareating tioge ta
Buy. wng even aflws vubwliCuTivbw The 4lavec
who 1ake che fleld hece io » Tong (vee
indesd. ‘There 10 mc matoniabiog remge 1o the
Yunecanta ot the cormencm and chc permpectives
orployed  doms G The wpwalers had azed ta
RrIng that were peripheral tu lhe waic 1ap
buc PR facc that aclence fiction resslos
RUPPIAMARCALY C€ thelr main conccens cocs nat
render thewe arylclum an: Zeme irorentisg
Weard da lono came Lo talk alout lalarel
thinxing, Alvin Tattler aboul fulure whuck ima
ACO-CRIMRCTODhE Bcenar Lo, Jann Taylor sbeut
agreslatian Le aclance 5 Bruouer staut
The oells ni peeidndcisncs, ame 411 refor ta
science fiction, Lf =t sll, auliguely At

by way of compmrisar. [ui their thaugh's
7umade appropriste to the overnll teiet. Far
AP temecashle. Cornags, Grr the indirect
spprosches sweuded Dy Alas Chraes and Chiifp
T. Dick. cer aseers ac sutodoarayhical
aceouzt of paycholagical eapcriscce end ge
svnt. and hiv gaiaful selationghip with ktm
oxo »orks wnd thelc Jnntive (oythicel)
tontest. Ujck goes ever furiner, offerin
prcounT A Che Cnivarse sed can @ £clationship
eIt 1T Thel 16 8LLNGT puYk weience fietino ae
ruther wduanrurous hypothewluing. Alunguldn
such bizarre atatemente toe essaye which

€112k Bara cloaaly o che point Jonk » Jittle
pale. Ozaule Le GULR, The Moaa) of pRIRATAKING
sroity, offers o messured wrd wiight iy pairen-
3l0a sccoonc ot e gy Ehet S5 riters might
ere 18 4

aRpiTE P writa r . T
devautating lrgm,. Thooss M Diarn,

i+
Reekl0g to expisin tBe licerary sharcomioge
uf 85 15 ralailao Ta b

(SO} 18

i aaciologieh) mecownt at
N BAAR aad .u If1cattona At the

of &L 1hla, dvifedng in 2 e
bews)dezmant Jike one cf ki hatypnl
chaTaotera, ja Bokeec Yneckley, ahose pizce ia
sedalent #ich aabar aod delcate wit.

OF 31 Lhe Raska nn weiemce fietfon wbich h

[100dnd forth in Tecan! seafs thie la by ¢

ang oIy 1 c. It im w grest juople of

14 eQuiprent Sor
b

h'ilnnlzg
11010 unpare i 1e1ng,
ioordiostely alavorate sulthdireswipoal
coowentaty ou

3nwpluwd wriiurn. and though sech ih LR way
jw nuerax, there je oothing nareaw shuul Lhe

Whols. Uettws ¢har mll the peeudoh
stuties apd tannish effueioes and critlcal
B43t7iDAA thiR Baok cOhweyd aSmOLhiBd Of the
prarihl14tamm (hharmnl in LBA meiancatictinoal
Imaginetlon, wnd revenle gany of EAk wayd 16
#hich 14 relates ta tbw rua) wosld wboul um add
1& the unreal morlde ttat are only pateotisdly
there.

A PICTCRIAL HISTORY GF SCTENCE FICTION by
David Xyiw, Ranlyc: lasdon, 1978, 173 pp;
£, 95, (AT C- FO0- 31938

Erviwnad by Brian Stadletord

Jlery we have yat wnolher Biy. gAudy 5P ploture-
ook s oicely-rrooverd, uming gned
quality pagoe, aad rat tersibiy expensive.
Chenp, Th Tuel, i& » ¢aan way 10 aracrite
io wwre suyw than oce.

ey

‘he piccures men ataodsed tare. 1t they mre
nat preedsety the @ane §1luatracioea feam the
AARA (ARUSE AT TAe MARRTINGR MR CIARE #0 have
newn brtrce theg sre Rat ndtareafly A ffacant
They have mat heen chomen Jor ireir nrlllncl\w
{ur Tor Cheir hemuty, ne Sur their tm
wapkrTine )l 1 Pop Chuir fypiealityp. T
essentinl faoabinr mn:eu-. Nuwtelgl
may relip ta omke W urep =aciting and
silTaciiva to the comeniiied SF fan, bub 14 will
L ombrvw Lo Oah? Chén in1e ta an:
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EUGAR FAWCETT - GHOST IN THE MANSICN OF SCIENCE FICTION RISTORY (cant)

Bera,in this praapactus for "realistic romance”, Fawcett anticipstes axactly ths
primary desand sade of science fictiom writers, the basic pripcipla (or pretaocy)

ol the modern genra. (Ha was mot, of courss, the firat ta draw up such & prospactua,
baving boon anticipatad by the mao who first coined the term scisnca-fictlen im

1851, #illimm Wileon (3).)

EAgar Pawcatt wam Dorn 15 Maw York 15 1B47. Fa published bis firmt noval,
Apses Eara In 1871 wod diw lsat, The Vulgariana, io 1903. Be disd 1o Eogleod the
followipg year. He publighed, in wll, more than forty nuve and regiatared
cOPYrigbt on moma twanty otbars that wers not publiades. Ba ales bad five
pluys-produced mnd publisbed nive volumam of poetry and varse drums.

At wi accordisg to Stanlay darrieco (3) 1y =d by 1be ug
that he was destiond for literary cabecurity", mnd, it seess, jusiifiably do.
The Penguin Cowpanion to Litarature does Dot acknonladge bim exlstenca. He
cnumtantly at war with critice and publisbe and mcorntul atf ths public,
becsma somethiog of a talabrity in conssquanca - but it did not lmad ta more
fayourabls commgnt oo kim books and he wam forgottsn moon sfter bim duath.

The majority of bim proas warks fall into twa catagories — maladrasma and
realliatic novels #bich may be acwm within tha traditios of Amarican literature
te belong to the mame Q@nre ms thas noywlp of Fraok Worris mod Thaodore Dreissr.
AD Llmportent sinarity of hie povels, howsver, belong ta the category bu lmballad

"realiatic romances”. In the proem quoted above be li1sts tour more: Douglas Duane
(1880) ,Solarion  (1389), The Homance cf TWo Brothers {1891) ano » story culled
"The Great ¥Yhite Emersld”, In sddition to these thore is u psychologicsl puzsle

story, The Nen Wero, whase plot mounde ratber raminimcent of Guy Endnra’s M
Fpom Timbp, Ampog the unpublimhed manusecripts which be copyrightad srs The
Geatruation of the Mpom (1892] mod Man From Mare(1B91), But it ia The Ghoet of
Guy Thyrle, publlabad {n the mame yaur as Walla' Tima Machira that 1 want to
dascribe hara.

Guy Thyrie im tbhm discovarar gf a drug called Goarlice which aombles the
coomcicusmesn to laava the body ahd joursay inatantsnsacualy wharavar (% 1a
dirwcted Dy the qrfort of w111, Thyrla enliata the help of his triand Vincemt
Ardilange im his sapersments, but 1n their private livas tbay are in compstition
for the masme girl and Ardilange takes sadvactage of the cetelaptic stste of
Thyrla‘a body wille he is 0ff explorizg to bava bdim duclared dead and bhis body
cramntad. Tyrle‘s dismmbodiad eelt im thus raoned, Thaygh hé manuges ta
theart Ardilange by contriving a manifesbation whidh Arives the guilty san to
muicide (but also rasultm in Be daatb of the girl) he 1a deeparata to find EoENe
e trom Bim existential state.

form of ral

Thyrla motd otit on an odyasey through the known yniverse. Eim disembodied
conaclousnaad descendn into the earth, flodiog citiws mod fosails buriadd in thm
s20)id strata, and than inte the towels af the planet, whara he finds » subterreccan
firs which confirma hia baliet that planeta ars cooled st

Ba goea to the mocp, whare be finde the reements of a grest civilisstion
on the naw-dead world. Tbeu Be treosports himgelf to tbs plunets of the stars.
Op a planst of Capopus gold 19 commoo aod the ssvage, dugrfigh {chsbitants use
wooden monay. Oun a world of ¥irach in Androseda the domiaant apscisn is
raptilian, oo « world of Yiodematrixz Lo Virgo 1t im leonine. On yot anather
there urs iotelligest avisus. A whole boat of worlds areusiohabited or now
dead, and be wonders at the sotire psnoply of svolutionary poasibilities mat out
batore him. He goem on, searching for m ¢lus to tha solution of bila predicamant:

“Ha swept onwarda, puat aystems of unrscordad atars, Bera i¢ wss the name as
among thoma astral toboria which tha ghy-gaxars of sarth had ectepce vimually to
pbaerve and caunt. Bunz, wooss, planets, asrarolds in oumbara Socalculablel
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worlde tbst yet vere flostiog coils sod wromtby and ragged rifty of vepour;
worlds thet yet were prodigious hw fud by showers of sttrycted
muteors apd evez by occamiouel v worlde that teeced with x
besuty sclipsing the copcsption of man; worlds bidecus beyand all dummn beliaef;
worlds jusy born, youthlul, mgtured, dyiog or desd; varlda of ain, degradstion
aod debsuchery; worldam 6f chastity,. idealism apnd paace; worlds 1o which not a
wingle animal or w tabla ahape bore the faintaat li¥epese to thoma ve meax on
marill; worlos 1o which tramm tbought and apoke and sav; worlde that were esrth
in miniature or a thousmcd times Dagnified; worlds ip which wolven, rpepts,
,birds mod countless other creatures of ucdesiradle part, had woo mamtery,
o by 1oflexible ) of evolution to thai mame supériority aver thalr
Ty conditions whirh merks the sscendancy of sartbly man over ble mocwstrul

Béra were the smme mppuliling distances batvaen aystem and ayetem. On and
oo he apad, yot contiuslly space unfolded pee proofe af itm awful fecundity.™
(pp. 232-253)

Tn tha ead, Thyris tries by a svpreme etfort of will to sppeal to Qad
Wwuself, to ask what bope tbers 15 for bim. We projects biwmel! into the
world of spirite - a sightless world of voices - and coovaer =ith onw af thea.
e i® told thst bis situation 1m unique, unplaoned, and nust be suffered for all
aterpity. Be saks qbout God's omnipotence and mercy, snd is mow d cryptically.
1n the dimlogue followizng it mewms thet God im not gquite what Thyrlae had
imsgiped, and is perbaps for bi® unimaginahle, Hut in the ¢nd the voics offace
bim = solution: if be cap find moothor man who will wountarlly give up his
li1fe, to mllow Tbyrle to share him body at the mnmant of death, sad héaocs
death itself, theo rel msy ba obtainmd. Armsd with this mowwer, Thyyle
take his guest beck to esrtb.

The Choat of Guy Thyrle ia mp important book for saveral rasascns. It ia
coa of 1be sarlicat flowariugs of the cosmic imagioation 1a litezaey tors,
standisg chronolegically hatwasn Camille Flammarion's [umem and Olat Btapledon's
Star Maker. 1ta principal springboards for imaginative flight ara ths astronom-
4eal discavery of the infinite universe mod the Darwinias theory of wyolution,
As tbe quotes show the combination of themg guided Pawcett to tha notion of a
upivearse filled with alternative worlde mod !ife-forms just ss tha auma combin-
stiop guided 11p in tha yemrs jsmcdiztaly sfterwvard. THere 48 0o obe alse in
Asaricas litarstura of thim pariod whose {Maginativa reach and amdpition can be
comparsd to Fawcstt's as rapressnied by thia ooval. Hia other novels are more
parothial $n cobcern, Focuasing far more on paychologlcml potians, but they do
ineluds Sclarton, a novel about a dog with artificially mugmented intelligeuce.
(Studenta ot coincidence night care to taks oote thst this, too, anticipates
ona af Btapledon's apsculative exercimes.)

1t im, I think, something of m tragady that thm Amarigzan 9F critics and
bistoriana do not asem at all concernsd mbout this impartant writer witbinm
1bsir own literary herita Wny are The Chost of Guy Thyrle and Solarion
wot 1 print alongasda A Plunge Inio Space and Acrces the 7odiue? Certaimly
Bot becavas thay ara of interior quality as novels - thuy may hava « tandancy
16 aalodrama, but no mora a6 that thelr contemporaries. Na the manuscripta of
the HF novals which Fawcett copsrighted atil) exist, und 1f a0, why are thay
mot put inko print now szamples aof Amerlcan sciantific romance? That they
mre Xnown ia obvsous in that thay are llated in the bibliography of Rarrimos
book on Fawestt. 1t could, parbaps, be alaply, a result of tha fect that
Pawcatt im Dot hleased by & mantien Lo Balley s Priprims Tloough Space and Time
or apy of the ather inmdequutaly researched Iorage Ilnto the hiatory of sclence
fiction, If #a, it im = pity. I r arch Inta the literaura of the sciantific
impgioatioh in Américmn utlvarascied Le 1o de guided by warke which coptsin
saricus arrord of omimaion thes rhar r areh will inevitably he crippled until
thoms arrore are rectifiad.
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{1) Xdgar Fawcatt: The Ghoat of Guy Thyrls, Collier, New TYork, 1883. Ward Lock
London, 1Bas
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DORIS LESSING
BRIEFING
Cy Chauvin

Doris Leseing has approscded sciavce fiction froe tbe “cutaide", 4¢ To speuk; abe
bes geined ber reputstion from writiog contesporary fiction, and bas oot been =
walf-conaclous author of acjeocs fictioo jo the senam that Brian Aldims, Robart
S1lvervarg and Jomana Ruam bave boon (to baws thres prominect writarg who bave
¥ritten cutmide the acience fiction Eleld, but who are atill largely identitiad
with i1t), 1 am oot aurs if her appromch to af i{a radically oaw Or diffarant,
all good writera are sccantrics, sod her vimions srm mora har own 1 susapect
rather thao any quality bald in common by #riters gensrslly mpacimlixing im
wondans fiction.

The two Lasaing novela which I buse road and bava found to contain peience
fictior alemants are Sriefing for a Deacent tnto Hell {18971) and The Mamoira
of a Surviver (1475).

The flest, 8tafing for ¢ Dagcant into AAll, ls ebout » wan discoversd op
tbe Lomdor streets ¥ho 1m suffering frow ampesis and fails to rempond to
ircatment, Ff= dragms of baiog s meilor, apd ausbles vbat ecems to be gibberiab
to the twn doctors in cbarga. They dlscovar ke ia a profagsor gf Cluwsice at »
universicy, and his nawe 15 Chbarlae Watkivs. Hs s married with two soba.

Tha ¢rud af the whole oovel depands on whathar you balinyy Wetkios im mad,
or whatbar you baliave somathing altogatber Alfferant - thmt ba is Aar Watkins
at 31l. That he im ao nlien, who bas gomakow come to “Planet Earth'":

"Vou will lose naarly all memory of yaur past exiatencs. Yau will asch of you
coma to yourmalves, perhapa alonae, perbaps in the company of sach othar, but
with only « vagus feading of racognition., Boms of you may chaose not ta waxa,
767 the saking will ba @o painful, aod the knowladge of your condition snd
Eurth's conditino mo agoniaiog, you will be like drug sddicts: you may prefar
tc breatbe 1u obliwicn.” {p. 133)

Tbis 1a how ¥Watkiom feels; toverds the covel's end, ue conteamss 0 cpe

of tha other patiénta in the bowpitel that he begs somsthing to mbar, “Thare's
sopathing I bhave to reack. I bave to tel] people. Pacple dos't Soow 41t but it

ia as 1f thay are 1ivipg in poisoned alr. They a7e not awska...tdsy ara living
J.lt. sombinm and killiog esch othar." (p. 374) Natkin's “"madness™ seems to have
o prowokad by a lpog letter hs rocuivead from Aosemary Painas - or, mltarnstely
lhnl. the lettar swoke Y2 hiw moms othar forw of coomcicumncss Ms Paioen wan,
grenily movad by @ talk Wathina gava an saducation, and the raising of children;
sha wam “stung awake' by hig 1dess:

“] nt by the window that odght mnd [ thought: Dam't 18t it go, doa't forgat it.
Bomotbing sxtracordinary did heppsn. Parbupe dyring that oight while I mat looking
ioto » auburban gerden, 1 eas gquite Like a child of tbras, Four, five, a creafure
quits different from the persoc suw wam doowed to grow iuto. 1 resembursd tbioga
1 bed forgottwn for yesrs...Before the trap kad phut,=”

Children bave a O1fferant sort of cabDfcicvanssa, a ditlerent morr of
svarsness from adults: we can it 1n people's child-like wonder apd delight,
aed it ig raglly an infactious mort of entdupiasw, mltogatber differest frow
tha rational and carsfully pladhed adult gaiety. Me Haives' letrsr sa all
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about & change io ber 1ife, and {rippla effect) changes wbe 44d4d 15 Gthors. The
lettar is prodahly the moat sloquent plece of writing 1D the novel; apd it bas
powsr not ooly @@ & piace of fiction, but as & call for people to ''change thair
homds" {look at life differmntly),

The novel 1m & colluga: lettars, iotervinws with ths "wad" putiect, wtraight
oafrative, poatry, atories ihe patient bas wriften and poswsible dream magoecces
all combine in = most mamthetically plemeing fashlen ¢Stamd on Zamaibar
conatructed far more ¢! rly - mnd ariginally -~ than i{& Degcant, buil aot e
amontbly. ales). The mciescw fiction elsmenta oF the noval are contalned in
wbEt Could be interpretsd am 1ty "dream 4EQUeDCed”: depabding an one'm
interpretetion of thm novel, of courde. A man Op = dhip (we &AYG DAVAT given &
Dame, bDut essume it iw the protaganiat) wbich is searching far & Disc, ar Cryatal,
which from the dsmcripticn Leesing gives, is cbviously & ilylag smucer ar
UFD. "“Qur expectatioos had been for «id, for explanation, for e heigbtening
of dur selwsg mod gf our thoughts,” he y=, The ship encounters the Disc those
aboard it bhawe betn semrchiog for, and sll sre traasported staard {{n = myatericua,
atha; 1 fashioa) except for aur varrator, Ba bullde = raft, lesved the abip and
Zces ta mhorae. Thare he diacovars a atrange dessrtsd eity (built in unconventicnal
tashion, and raoflem cleans a dasertsc aquars 1o praparation for the
Crystul's raturo (ity achadula seems to 20llow the phanas af the mnon). A
large troop of babooas ifvade the city, overpopulating it and {later) tighting
for food, Ea rid on The buck of = grest Mite Bird acrass the aeq of the
dead and partlcipates in primitirm, bloody rituwlm In the jungla.

Thare are 4ows vesutiful sacticus in this portion af the aovel: "A& ¢ ture
Jocking at its lmage, =r m2 ape or m leopard Jeaniog over & paol to drick, saes
ita fmce and body, » danca of matter (m ti This particular pamssga
indicates the differenca ih the wsy =? readers and mundane ones appromcb
fiction. According to Bamual E. Delany, "Bclence fictioca litsrall ihe
Tanguags, and casis 1t into a sort of rea) wmode that you just dom’t Bdmve with
any sort of dimcowur Theara arn «a many opw meotmoces, The sctual) gellecy
of awotences im much la: r that you haws it sundede fiction...’'Hs turnsd on
Bia lsft ssde.' Thbat dossn't memo he's twisting aad Twraing. No, o sciance
fletion thara's a little awlteh. Thase santscas are suddenly cast into tha
formgraund af thair 1itaral mesning.” (Algol, Busmer 1874, p. 1B) Dalany
nlat mwotioom Beomter‘s The Stgre, My Destinotion, wbere at ome podnt the
protagonist is updergeipg Eyveatbesis: his smns ot ewell, migbt, etc, wre
mvitcbad., So whep Baster says, "His skin raked with the tgate of lvwonms
be i« vot apeaking »sispborically. Likewise, this phrass from Lowaiog's voval
i1s both a strikiog wetapbar and baw » scimotifi¢ bamis (the stoms thxt compose
our bodies are ip cosatsst motion, “m dance of tim . TReaders conditicned
%o thim wort of approach will iaterpret Leasing's novels difiarantly from thoss
pxposed to e, fe it tllusion o reallty?

[n tha ooval's middle porticn, thare 3a m msction in which tbe narratar
gives & rambling, vague account of hls view Ircm the Crystel., Thars ia & short
negment sbout u bristing on Yenua for s Dancant Team bhurs, and it im obwioumly
scienca fictian: but this meection of the nowal ia merwly preasentad sa tha
“eontemporary mode” which {m "preferred” to & mor
fcompleta with Romso gods) which grussots tbe same wmes that Earth myet
bs cpanged, that it wust bm sltared Iv some way, bafore it pro Bad to auch
®m stete that 1t thrastened tha vall-being of tbe sutire mocial systes. We know
that moms exterlOr force worka upon Jur zarrstor, but lassing lesves it open
to up whathmr we accept so sf viewpolnt, or fanisstic metaphor {("Nercury the
Messemgur., divides bimself sffortlessly iotn & dosen or ma tragspots, which
fal] gantly through the air an to the Emrth, and the Battalions of Prograss
mré atreangthgoed for the Pight.')

The Memoira of a Swrtivor, to cantrast to GBriefing for a Damcent into Kall,
hsa mora definite achases fiction alementsa. It ia & disssier atary - or, Nore
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socturataly, the etory of 11fe during the bysakdown of civilixed eociaty. There
im po atomic waz, 0o mliep invadion, Or raging plagua; ooly mlow, gradual bremk-
down of civil esrvices. Food becomen scarcs, electricity ia not mveilablm,
traina and bused rip more infrequently, gaogs roam tha strects, people move from
thelr homes and leave them eepty. The cause for all this 18 not givan; bor 1p
the omme of the cguntry or city in which It happens (but dezalls in the novel
tlanrly mot it iv England, probably London, though the affects of the breakdown
sr® vorldvide). Eveb the bDame of the parrstor is left unsenticued (like ner
ssrliur novel, this belpe give Memoiry an sura of wystery, cut aff from tae
ordloary rasches of time mnd place),

The story (4 quite unmelodramstic. A girl af 132, Emily, tm dropped into
tbe o ator’'a tLlat By AD unknowt man, wha aska that sbha tmks caré of tha girl.
The rulationahip batwaen the two changea In differant waya Through bs bovel, mm
the young girl quichly xrows into a somen apd lsarns to cope with the outasde
world, whirh ig bacoming morw hersharic «l1 ths time,

Bt like Entafing for A& Densons inmio Hell, Memcirs ham a mpmtical mina, too
and 1t {a this that Dakea The boval sxcaptional, and bat juat suothar axsmple
of the Britimb disaster novel aubtgenra. 1t 1@ a world on the “athar aide of the
wail'. Tbe narrator says-

"] had to =dnit thet thorw way a roon bebind thy wall, perhape mors tban ons, even
= 2pf Of yooma, OCCUpYyiDng the mame pluceé mm - or rather overlappiog with - tha
corridor. ..l looked mt the glow and pulme of tba yallow ({apat ob the 11)),
tooked as if [ were limtening, thinkiop ~ and tben I wae tbrough the wall and I
XpAw what wss there,"

Tha wall ia ab orditary onme; 1t forms cbe side of her fiet - mod so thama
roams on tha athar side of ctha 11 may #éém an 1llumion, = dréas. Thia world
bayond har apartment eall is intal 1y aDpanling, and raflactda 1p many ways
(or at leaat seems to raflact) ber emotional atates at wvaricua times in her
1ife. "The racEe were dimused, had been for somu time. Teara, perbaps. Thbars
was po furmiture...] ¢id znot go in but mtocd thers op the wargin betwsen twa
worlde, my familiar flst aad tbese rnomn which has besn quietly waitizg l)
thin time."

Partione of (he deacription of thla world beyond tha wall are obeioualy
aymbalic, Euch da The Mection whare the Darrator walka i0te & raan whare peaple
are diligemtly putting pileces of clath on a carpet, matchlng up tbs pattern; the
narrator finds a piece ( ber pilece?), places it in the patterm, thep drifts 7.

At tha and of the noval, Emily, har boyfrisnd Gerald, their cat and the
parTator ars together 10 the flat; 1t 1s winter mud they have béep threatened
by Juvenile gasga. Tbe narrstor u yeliow i3 iorm oo the flat wall, end
abm cullm the cotherp tc har - snd m strange traosformslion takea place,

“Bath walked guickly...out of thia collapsad little world Inte anotbar order

of world altogathur. . And pov 1t ia bard %tCc say exactly wbat happeped. We ware
ip that place, which wight premsnt um with apytbing - rooms furniebed thim way
or thst mod spanning the taats and cuptoms of milleois; walls brokes, fallinog,
growing 18; & acene, Derbmps, of pecple matcbing pieces of patisrned materi.
on & carpat

Juat as in her eBarlter noval, tha quention arises: la thiz trassformatlon
memnt to be real, or 1m it an 1llusien? The cluea (6 Memoirs are more definite:
tha Yitla 1x The Mamoira of @ Surviver, end tha book la cast =@ a raflection, aa
n lecking back - by m Darrstor wba expects her audiepce to be familiar with

wbat happsced. "¥a all ressmber that tima. [t was pot different for than
for othersn." And (sbout compariog experiencms): “Yes, it was 40, 1t must bave

besn, T t imagining thiogs." (My emphaain)

lenning's deecription of the tiro'a entry iato "mogthar nrder of world
nltogatber" matches fin ity jumbled, kalaidomcopic detmils) the typical af
convention of motry InLo other divansicda. W¥hat makos Lessing's bovel different
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from most «f i@ her Iack of sxplanstion for thess convantiona. How does the
pRITALOr ¢ntér ioto thuse rooms beyond tke wall, this diffsranmt “order” of
world? Thars sre nc alien bain o emp nr talaportmtion, #c 'boles’ in spuce,
po0 rawlity miteripg drugs of tha mart Pbilip B. Dick writes about. thers ia not
even & fairy godmother tapping the narrator on the shoulder. The conventions of
a? DAYA ah mdvantuge in that their varimimilitude is zlready satsblimhad: there
is no pead for the authpr to explalo bow & spaceahip cab travel from plmost to
planat It 1 “common knnwladge.

Io = good sacience fictlon noval ar adbort mtory, tha gt alemeots ara not
mers glsmicka of treppiogs, bot heva 2 aignificeunt effect and influance ob
tbe 3ct1008 and twsliogs of The cbaractars, 1ta plol, and aveo ita literery
wtyle. By this standard, Hemoira im importact, since tbe novel's isaginative
trappiogs mffsct mt every turo ths charmctmrs. Aothony Roberteon, ic him
article "The Bcience Fiction of Doris Lesaming”, says: "The wind under pressurd
doeos oot break down but through;tdrough ¢p coptact witd tba commic saparience
4 oocu abared by all men” Ibia ia a vary standard ef tbeme (Bilverberg’
Nowmward to The Earth ia the bDamt recant tremtmant of the idas); but Leasinx Gev-
«lopa it origloslly, Bar oovels approach it chliguely, with great subrlety and
elaganca. As Robertadn pointsa out, howswe for ths nowvels to memn whything
to the reader, bda or ahe must helisve in "ravslatory madne. - 4o tha posmsb-~
111ty of transcecdantsl expartianca. This 45 easiar for tha stesdy resder of sf
than for the mundane, #ipce Lho hast of deslm with changas 16 conaciousnsas,
apd the alien or unusual viewpoint,

Alexei Panabin, io bis veview of Atafing for a Ueecent tnto iMll, =
a rolated poipt: "Lessipg eador ber protagpoist'e fants . Thay m:
tbe modt aerlous tBingh sbe cad jmaglne. Like any good =f writer, ber sympathies
are with her fmatasy and not with objective opizice™”. {(Amuatnp, Juns 1973, p, 104)
That im wby wa few! guch diamppointmmat when "sormaiity” triumphs, mnd the
protagobist does Dot remember Whmt he WAS 4a dsaperataly searching his consacious
for; it seans potbipg to bim, mnd he does pot even bave tiwe ta discumm it Over
dionsrr with Me Rain tha womsn who wrots him guch = bmprt-falt létter. Like-
wing, the myatics) anding of Mamoire gaiks powar for the sama CAAAGD.

Both novels might be interprated ae bavels at “growth“. [o Nemotfrs, whan
Emily ia firat benught to tha flat with bary eat, ahe ssya littls and staye 1n
» wmnll aide roow by hergelf, At irat ahe marely regards the BAYFaCOr ad an
“plderly parson”, aa somecas to provide for aer; but the rator gradually
wioca her truat. I1n tbe iuteris, Pwily wenders out to talk with the poung
people ou tlLe strwat, the small bands tbering to leamve the city for the country—
aide, She aven tores a commune with mome others. and leaves the marrmtor for a
1ina. A couple Of sentecceap asem tg Stm up the sntirs poysl: "So much
happening, and mvary hour seamed crammed witd Dew axperiencs. Yot in mppéesrance
all I d1d was to 11ve Quietly thara, im that room..." The poval's'action”
12 interior: (o the oarrator's amotions, and I6 the world bahind the wnld,

in Gisfing for a Dascent into Rall, Charles Wetkina {or tbe man of changed
consrioustesa A0 Remory who inbhabits thirs' body) im changed mare alowiy.
Be la confranted wilh the problam of deairing 1o khcw whout bis pamt se!t, but
uneiliing to lose him prament identity (somathing the docrors and all his past
friends seem bent on destrorying. ta returp bim to “pormal™).

o thane two nowsls, Lessing meems to bs suying thet kvovledge 1e dmrived
from intultive qources, yvather than from objective experience. T bave found
that the two dovela were Bora relevant te my personsl life than mey other fictton
1've read since Earth Abides, and the novalm seemdd tu bave peculisr coanectione
to othey baoka §'ve read on paychology, the coumter-culturs and st criticiem,
Alexei and Cory Panahls agpecislly ire worth quoting, mnd romparinog:

"“In tbesm laat brie? pna hundrad and fifty yasrm = néw revalutian 4o lifgmtyle
has cteurred.. . all our old familiar auretios bave collepsad. Unti) wa rabuild
QUF miodd, w4 will De 1n agony, unsurd of aaything, ibcluding our very avrvival.
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¥e neod {0 maks mew integratioos, Our oeed is ovérvhalmwing. Ve peed to move ha
yood the limited particuluritias of ponaible parceptinn mad play agein with

the univeranls of forling sod ides, and thars discover new 11fe giving altarn—
Ativaa." (Extmapolqtion, May 1872, p. 140)

Leasing’s two tovals ave oorhiag 12 oot about menral survival: about alternate
points of . The Panahinas # that all af predenta (ln aymbolic form) what
go*3 on 1nside ocurselyas whep e faca our limitations and than euddecly redative
ourwelves - ip terss of ccofrootations with powers, heinge and placme that are
oot objectively kaown to exist." (“The Search for Renewel™, Famtzette, July 1873)
This is axactly the sort of situvation Lesmiog deals with in Rheme two books -
mod why, ap I've ssid, we mre 3o dimappoiated with the protagoniet's failure
in obe novel, mnd overjoyed st the guccess io tha othar,

It 1m aldac 1lluminating t6 compare the two reasrks of the Panghing with »
statemont Alan Watts makes 1n "Tha Boak (Op the Taboo Against Knowing Who You
Aras ¥atta Aeqms to mhare with bath Lesasing and the Panshing the same cimmstia-
frction with precent day soclety, and agreed that we Buat achleva an aitarsd
stata pf cooscinuaneamse. ¥im mug ted weanm to this end parallels Lesaing's
and tbs Paosbiza':

"Just am sight im womstbing more thao mll tbings ssen, the foundation or 'ground'
©f our sxistence and our swsrenass canndt be undersatand in tarms Of thipge that
srm kogwn, We mre forced, therofors, to mpmak of it thraugh arth - that ia,
through spacisl dgetepkors, mnglogims mod fmuges ((my smpha

ia Iike =x distiser from what it im. At cow extremo.., 'myth' (g fadlw,
or auparatition. But st Anotbey, 'wyth' 1% & vsaful atd frutiful image by

whith we Caf make dépmt of 1ife. .. " (p. 12-13)

AT apother polnt 1n bhim bock, WatTa Commenta (favourably) ob scienca fictics,
and maya “one af the best wape Of underatending edeat goap on todey 1s to mxtend
1t iotn tamorrav” (p. 47). Be secém it us tobtsioiog two wormla: thetimither
OTEET - DOT ChHANCA - BuAt win, and that the more things cbange, ths more they
Temain the mame. He stresses the need for bunlance and wholeuess Lo life.

Row domm this relstw to Temming? V¥all, one critic characterised ber se
= "aovaliat of affirsation” - ahe sesa tha dark side of lifa, hut dosp not
bDalieve it ia the only DOr the moat aignificant facet of 1ife {in contraar, par-
baps, Lo somecne 1ikes Tomaa M. Dimch, whod t collectioca ia aptitled
Getting Into Death). Bhm belleves in the pesd for “survival, human dignity,
and hape” - am attitude that most clasaly ressmblaa that projected by Uraula le
Gui» io ber fictisn, I think, Neithar qutomatirally equutes raglism with
pesvimiew, yot denl witb their cbaracters bopestly. Tbere 16 @ bmlmnce, ez ip
the Teo that has influecced Le Guip's fiction sc much: the yin wmod the yeog.
The malpncholy happioesss, tbe joyous despuir., Lnt as close with mo illustrstios
6f this dusisty from Beiefing for a Dageant into Hall:

"Aguin, tha air w f11led with thm looeglinesp nf the mungeat hour T was mmo]-
anchaly encugh teé éry, or to hide my hend under o hlgoket - if I had gnt obe,
and allde with my dadness intc s regréssion from the light. But ths sémon was
100 magnificant #sot to wateh.,." (p. 47)

——— €y Cbauvin, Juns 18?76



BARRY MALZBERG'S
HEROVIT'S WORLD

Andrew Tidmarsh

Tha wovel is the sfory of = wan who ia gradusliy lawiog touch with the world
autaide of his head: the physicel and socim) world. That be im = writar ig
not incideotsl; that he 14 meara ¢of the gul? batween production and mmbition
ia ths core af his probles. For mady ysars ha has insulated biomelf from the
true - and palnful - kngwled, of an pornconlity, ad ussatisfactory
narringe, 4 total failure tn transcend the nichs (and racognition) acquired
uanily am ao gdalamcent. A ¢hild is horm: the man realises that he 1a growing old
sod becoming weak mod at1l] bes 80t donw what be widaly, pudlicly prowieed

he would do. (Mumt elme do yopoy writers promise thap that soon - “whep I
harve some mnoey im the bankx Irom writing this tread” - soou thoy will write =
great noval.) He roacts io the omly way ba can: he craated o mors plesaand
world into which he cmn mlidm. Ea aumea, Tirat of all, tha parsomality of
hin gver-concesling pssudonys, than the persoomlity of the main {characterlmma)
cbharmctar of bim fiction. Botb stapa Take him into gpimplear worldg, ower which
be has sare camtrol, Both steps take him furthsr from reality, frfom » coning-
to-tarpa with bis Awn limitutioas.

Ap aleays, Malzberg im concernad with & dimistagrating mind.
Gtop.

A dsy bam paased: my conception af the povel bas chabged. HNnw, 1 mes that
it im a ll=mited bonk, that it deals with only & few of tha problens that m writer
fecea. Let ka public that T hops, I wismb to be 2 writer. (Let ue ignore
that though veral yeara wern spent writing SF stories T ac looger cab., T can
write what 1 have Woows, havé meen, have #alt, Too m BF ia upconvinciog becauss
4t 12 unoatursl.) ] bave not 4o far produced = worthwhile atary, and wil) not
da mo if I continus with my preaent Jab. bHowaver, I write waluminoumly =t
wark. 1 wag begianing to think, judging by tha favourabla words of my bossm,
that I osr writing well. Today I havAe been proved wrong. Or, | bave not
grasped that I em pot valuwd for wy sriting at1lity, o» eerely s back who 1a
employed to generutes ungrummaticel, sballow poems (ab! & strange 1neigdt) from
which yntalanted ¥icister can pick up an emotive word or phrese. We Civil Bervants
ate administrutnrp; 3t im of oo importmoce thet wa might wieh - a» T do - to
make ab sartiw ric temsnt through ouT work, mod, morsaver, to give everything
wa have, to aoisplay )l our knowladge aud psrcaption, in everything we do. No;
what are {6 unimportant- we can subcearge ocur paraonalitied and cur usiqueness
(merely) @c that soms "hard-preseed” pereno ran more Quickly read two mislemding
wnrde than a nrunph that im truthful eod complete. Now I Wiow why ao mmsy
Civil Service r are Lble, why 40 much use is made of the
tautological “mlma', tha delaying "howevar', the cluway “with respect to". The
requirwments of tise pued sside any inclinatlon Civil Servabte may have to use
langusge properly; if oos can sevm two seconds by omittjug wo important con-
junctlon why natice tbat the resultlbg aenimnce i® inmccurate or meapipogless.
(One, of course, cap pursug thim teretfylng misuse af languuge to makr ® strong
Cade that one cannot underptmod whbat One cannot exprasa, that wbat ane cmnnnt
think/telk/write about ohe cannat Koow. Ien’t languegs man's mcoat precious
possseason,) Mmlzberg's boak 14 weak 1o thim area.

55 =
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We ars told thet Jonmtheo Hergeit proporss to erite “great oaw we mra told
that he hes written ooly crud. ¥e aro ghowo why: his pross style ip losdequate.
Al®o, the Quotse from him ogvels sghow why he ja fglling apart., Sowehow,though

he bam sa long deniad sts existencs, be iw writing wbout hia lifa; he in irying
to grow up. Tt ie too 1ate, be faila. We utdéerstand then why Herovit ham naver
brokeb ¥ith Mack Miller and tha Bufwey Teas. Though he can dpeak and tell storieas,
be bas not laarnt how bo ¥Tite and therafora Writas about nathbing. Eaerovit's
Dowals are ahown to ba fliaay, dlaposable contructa; BF, by implication, ia

ahown to be an artificial ficrion, ta bave baan Puilt by Hugo Gernmback mnd

a0t to have grown since. My qQuibble that Walxberg does not explais why Harowit
did pot maturs, though sesing that he mbould, 18 ineigoifscant bemide the muthat's
greater achlavament: he bam not only ahowo bov difficolt 1a the lifse of 2

¥riter and how oftan m writar frustratea bis Own ambitions; he has alsc sbown

why Science Fiction is an mdolescsnt fictiop {so young!) wnd why it will become
wn adult fictioo if the Ficticon im placed befors the Science {Muybs, this is

nomathiog 1 had yncooaciovsly raliged: 1 can only fully write 8ci
Fietion 1f firat T cao write Fiction,) 1 retrsct oy sarlier neégative statement.
Ta coin & pbrass: “Malzbarg is & true hero”. Ya i a mature writar, hia is

adult fictian. What more pead one aay.
On the third day;

OD¢ neede ¥ sore about tbe somlogy alveady drasn bera bat o the Civil
Sgrvect sod tho heck writer, 1 hevs Jagrot that in my work smbition 1a futile,
that ta be accepted, oven to ba aucceam?ul, 1 can ¢rite in any smad fashion 1 choose.
That bhaswtiful, senllghtening prose [ cauld write »i1l) be treatad witb mm 1ittle
reapact am any ugly,K mislesding prase I bave written or, worse, will be muds
unattainadle by tbe fuelisb encouregement of » Jax mund clumey prose strle.
Parbaps 1 am pushipp the point to m ludicrous extremo. Certainly, yousg writerm
of fictiom have been sidetrached by uowarractad preiss- ae Jooathen Earovit
u (12 ooly he had knownl); but mot mll. 1 balimve there ars mora jocartives
(than moony) ta draw n young man to literatura thans to the bigher schalans af the
Civil Harwice. [ also balsava that 4cms people are re that good prome is
wvaluabls, that gaod proms ia more inaightful, moving and informstiva thas bad
prose. 4 toal, sursly, 1a a man satisfied with the unstructured putpouriogs
of =o adalesacent {cf mny age). But...it i3 umelesm to talk of tbe quality
pf proEa whan atundaryds Are nob-sxiatent - @Ither unnecessary (as iz the Cieil
Ssrvica) or never aougbt (ma in Belaence Piction).

Now, to pio this srgumant to the wall., Bcience Fiction has for too leng
run on witkout critical coptrol, without the guidsnce of criticel standardas.
This situstion ¥ have bean, in the peat, tolershle sbd may bave contributad
to the dimdmin with which ths term SF {gr 8ci-Fi) 1a generally grssted. But
it doem Bot newn asnnibla - or éven poasible - for this ainledd dlundering to
costinua. After mll, we all Mnow what & greet futurs SF haa. Without motivationm,
withoub = deaire to bs bartar than aver, bettar always than the past, there can
ba 00 prograss; there can be only atagnation and death. A meaningful and
conatructive dialogue hetween renders and gritars 1m requirad. Maybe - who
can ¥? - Maltberg guit SF becsunse be sew that biw sudience would 2ot Banstit
further Irom bodks wore advanced tban thowe bs bed siresdy writtan; pardeps be
bas raached the Limit of thbe sudience to appre ciety what ha writiog.
Are we ranmmured becsusy Melzberg ie surh u tmlepted writer; ia our sophimtication
really s great. ¥e may bevs lost Mulsborg, and Bilverberg, and Disch, apd
Fllison, Do we wish to lome La Guin, or Aldiam, or Priest? Michael Biahop,
Gena Walfe, P4 Bryant? (Though wé would not be loalag them. They would he
loaing us; they would he dojpg thipge wr cpwld oot grasp, HAave I just bared my
fciance ¥iction-iw ghatto soul? Paople make ghetioes.)

1 canoot and oo this paint,
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[ wast turs wgelo to the nowsl, and, sleaya, mlvayd, to its wuthbor.
really must - foll you thet I think ths muve) 1a 1ittle morm than @
that im order for tbe bock to ba affective ita readar gust take to ba
ything ha reads. This makas the dook I appealing. {me canmot
dinsivg HBerovit apd bis childigh abm » wara tabrications: no. Malzberg
intands to ridiculm bim protaganiat {which might lums bs Burowit than BY itamlft)
and therefore wust cnnvince that Beravit ia real. I1f wa diamiss Eerovit wa

wust d1 e azarything around hi A1) nat
rund the coval. {(7hat iu my famling
anlertatoing.) Bul {f wa accept Revauit
sccept Bid camy paspegs to Mlardcm mm an mutbor, accept nie rmlmticaship

#ith bim litarsry sgen! aod that sgout's cramsom v¢ sccept thut EF fandom
cowprimca young peopls wio lomtbe what thay wo svidly read, timt 3F muthors lack
aslf-rempact DECHUAP ©f what thay writy, that writors caa oaly ¥¥ite 1f druex,

7 racogmive thage things mx clichms; {thay could mctiumlly be totally trus; thet
would De irrelevant Lo thia arguwent). Of course, Mulsberg writ to devastate
the field of ecienca-fictian, to abaw thut itm 1tmitationa are asltf-iupased,
arioe froa the inebliity - or rofusal - gf thoas to whom BF is moat precioua

to widet their Borisona, ta lift thair ayaa frow the pags 9¢f 2 magazxiocs to
acmeooe ‘s face. Yo, Malabovg's usa af clichea reduces the arape of bim navel.
tiaporit 'a fewlA may oot ba Bcience Fictlop but $4s background limiis its sudisoce
appax) to ooa temilisr wiqh RF. {1 hopse 1'm pol, By maling auch & mtetamant,
AgAln andarainog my ows barrow borleana. What partlon of the ceausl ra
of A¥ hag apy knowladgs of fandoa?) OK; I aade & f00l Of mygalf
-y 2ve many cliches In ths saval that wos?! Gf itm readers wou't mse  Yut,
there im moms tryth 1o whgt 1 ing. 1's acdieoce wi}l bs limifed:
opt by the ooysl's comtent but by the way 44 hugnd .

mecapt mwstythiog around bis: we

I could go on. (What paasibilitiom tharm mre 1m 'SF mm = cowmarcis] pob-
11abing cut .} 1 won't. I would 1liko to oud with m peontratiog
ioatght, or a provocstive queation; I cso'‘t. 1 cao only trail sway, Jeaviog you
with the thaugbt that whatever SF 1w - ie it mgny thinge? - wa, the fana =nd the
asplring autbova, have moulded it. We can make 1¢ what wa want. what ] want. Wa
can ¢habpe 1t, remrrabge it; dispenme witb it antirely. Most af all, wa ran
love it witbout usderstsvdiog love.

~~~ Andrew Tidmarab, 19/6/1578




O’RYAN

Daar Pandom,
Doriug the laat taw monthp I

bave baea praoped witd lettera (bo-bus...)
pleading for coples of 9'Agan. which 15 a
Ialrly pew Britisb fanzloe. To all those
outters 1 oust pow publicly apologise that
the zloe cap ma loagar excasd the nugpar of
200, unisee alded by yoursel Tha simple
Tesecn In tbal my pocket jupt 11 pot
nllow 1t, aven as Wuch as it wamts to.
Witdoul sudscriptions O'Byan cemnot eatend
1te readarship {unleas through trade). 1
kaov subacription 14 an ugly woré to many
paople but 1t juar ¢ansot he blped. 6o,

1 you do sant 0°Ryar desperately then I'm
afraid 1t 1s the oaly sogwer. Again, sorry .
Bt yau da have the fulfilimeat of

knowing ibat tor €1,00 per year (or the

oquivalant) you will tw
Jus, wrtfidlaed, 1ite
t, kitciag, Wum
faoxipel Bope to hear from you., .

WITAR:  Paul A. Ryan
29 Morritt Aviue
nlton
Leeds LS5 7t
Yorkahirg

LRBAD-IN (cont)

411 right, amartyboots, what i1a really wroog?

what 1e really wrong, aditor, {8 that you have aliowed your emoiioms to seime
oontrol of yow agatn. Yow e failad to Think Ratiomally. You have allowd

1T suspect 1 love the Orift of your argumant, Bplay...

Bullahit, Faoler, tullshit. You lnow emotly what 7 mean. If I were to Rint
that tha L{t¢le Rad-firired Girl has baen replaced dy...

Ceratul, Spiny, gareful. You treed an tbiv lcs. Certeip Persvon ramd this
sagacise. Cartaip Parsons »ight mot be pluened.

seemnother. .
P1ETS) (DR SILENTIH(
Calm don, Just my Litile joke, I'll rotrant it all. Just my little joke.

I allom you your owp type-fsce and this 1 the way you ravard 3e. Fulme fatuendo.
Daagerans statemsnta. [If you ara pot careful 1 szball not aliow you 1pto my
editorial pagea agetn. BE BARMED!

Forgive me, mighty editor. Spare m the wrath of your dius pme<l.
Just thim cuce, dpiby.
Good, Fov get on with your editorial...




TALES FROM TINE ARD SPACE - PACK NUMBERS OF YECTOR

70/17  (dowble-jenue) dug/Bept 1278 - Raberl Silverbarg Tpiervieses by Chria
» Opanlog Mipds by Brian Stablsiord, bock and film ravlaws; cover by Brian

75! July 1078 - Hurlas Ellipno lstarvisssd by Chris Powlar, book reviems, 1pcluding
David Wiagrova's to-depth ook et Agelp, Desgerous Viaiama; cavar by Pavl Rpan
FI/74: (dovbls-l1aaue) Murch 1978 - 3.0, Bmllard Interviewsd by Davié Primgle emo
James Goddard, book roviaws; cover by Paul Dillom

72: rabruary 1978 - Dan Morgao‘a Gok spacch traw Movacoa, Robars Bilvarbarg
Iotervievsd by Malcol® Tdwarda, book réeviews: cover by Brian Levwis

7L: Dacamber 1975 - Tbs 5tope AX and ths Muskx Jasp by Ursula Le Suin, Towards ma
Alian Lipguistics by [ac Watsom, book and file raviews; covar by Dave Griffiths

70: Autumn 1075 - Time Travallers dmnsg Us by Bob Bbme, Violsacs Lo SP by Edsusd
Conpar. P'p Urbac Viaios #y Chria Bamnctt, book, film asd fasrioe reviewa

60: Summer 1973 - Tbe Hcisuce la EP by Jases Bllab, Early Oue Dxford Morbimg by
brias Aldtes, The Vmlba of Bad &P by Bob Bhww, Bciwpce ar Picticn by Tooy Sudbery,
Itim and book reviawa; cover by AMES

£7 /1 (double (adue) Threa ¥iewe of ToMsn by Urswls Le Goio, Gens Wnlis and
Patar Nickol) Lattar trom Amerika by Phlllp €. Dick, Pericd of Trameition by
Michael G. Comay, After the Wepeiseance by Briso Aldisa, Machinca and loventicos
by Brisn Stableford, Down-at-8se) Gulaxy by Brian AlA1as, bock and (1lm yeviewe:
Spriog 1974 - the last Maltde Edwarda janue

£4¢: Marcb/Apri) 1873 - The Aadraid mod the Yiman by Phtllp B, Dick, The Entrecrd-
tonry Bahaviour of Ordibary Materiala by Rob Bhew, Autbar‘s Cbolee by Pavl
Andsrgon, baok and fanelus ravicws

€1; Bapt/0zt 1972 - Tba Arts ia SF by Ja
by Mars Adlard, book 40d fubmime rayiswa

An Intorviaw with Peter Tete

€0- Juce 1072 - Througd & Glwes Darkiy by Johs Erumper, SF and Lhé Cibeom by Philip
Strick, The Fresxiad Liviog Thing by Brucc Gillesple, FAward Jokn Carnell 1918-19%72
by Harry Harvieop, Dao Morgam, Ted Tubb and Arien Aldist, book and fanzine reyievas

59. Spripg 1073 - Ao lotroductiop to Stanielaw Lam by Prany. Rottensteimar, A Gooo
Hid1ag by Atasislaw Lom, 4 Cruel Miracla by Melcolw Edwards, ¥y | Tank g Writtog
Couraa...and Didn‘t Bocoma @ Writer by Dick Rowett, SF Criticles La Theory and
Praciice by Pamsla Bulwar, boak reviewe

Ewch single iasva 1a available from tbe oditariel addre: b price at SOp {$1)
(double jmeu 11.00 or §2.00). Plimen msh» chequep paysble Lo “Vector™ .
Many of these 1a6L8® &re in short ewpply,

Tua edltor alea bam a fow conlea {autagraphad) af tha Paul Dillap aserd-
winwiag cover fram Vector 73/74 et 50p asch






